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	Description: Certain reports published address contemporary refugee movements at National level in Spain.  Short descriptions are provided below, as are links and/or PDF files. 
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	Mental health and psychosocial support focused on refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants coming to Europe 
These guidelines aim to make some recommendations to protect and support mental health and psychological well-being in refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants in Europe. As we know, people experiencing forced migration might have higher levels of anxiety due to the lack of information and the uncertainty over their migrant status. In addition, refugees tend to be more vulnerable to negligence and abuse and some preexisting social and psychological problems might get worse. Consequently, refugees tend to have higher rates of diseases related to extreme stress. However, past events in their life are not the only source of stress since their emotional suffering might be related to worries about the future.
Although there is no universal model to intervene with refugees, this report made twelve recommendations which have been accepted by a great number of organizations:
1. Treat everyone with dignity and respect, and support self sufficiency
2. Help people in danger in a caring and humanitarian way
3. Inform about rights, obligations and services
4. Use the right register 
5. Prioritise the protection and psychological support to children, paying special attention to those who are unaccompanied minors or have special needs
6. Strengthen family care 
7. Identifying and protecting people with specific needs such as victims of any type of violence
8. Intervene in an appropriate cultural way and guarantee an adequate interpretation service
9. Provide the right treatment to people suffering serious mental health diseases 
10. Do not start psychotherapeutic treatments that need monitoring when monitoring cannot be guaranteed
11. Monitor the staff and volunteers’ well-being 
12. Do not work independently, cooperate with others 
Key words: Refugees, psychological support, mental health
	Ventevogel, P. et al. (2015). Salud mental y apoyo psicosocial para refugiados, solicitantes de asilo e inmigrantes desplazándose en Europa.  
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	Study about the right of asylum in Spain: international protection and the reception system’s resources
The aim of the study is to analyze international protection request management and the Spanish reception system’s resources, paying special attention to the difficulties detected in relevant areas such as the access to the reception system, the content of the protection and its guarantees.
In comparison to other European countries, in Spain there have been a low number of international protection applications. However, from 2013 there has been an uptrend since there was a total of 14.600 applications in 2015. Thereby, at the end of the first quarter of 2016, there were 6.000 asylum seekers. Specifically, 2000 applications were referred to Spain from other European countries in accordance with the Dublin Regulation. Additionally, there were a great number of applications received at the Spanish border posts, going up from 381 in 2013 to 1.039 in 2014 and 6.047 in 2015. By countries, there has been an increase in people from Syria and Ukraine.  Although the number of asylum applicants in Spain is low compared to the European average, the rapid increase has had a big impact on the Spanish system which has been overwhelmed both in terms of processing applications and its reception system. 
Consequently, in the study, 216 complaints made by applicants and NGO’s were analysed. 
As a conclusion, the study highlights the following aspects related to the Spanish asylum system: 
· Directive 2013/32/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 on common procedures for granting and withdrawing international protection and Directive 2013/33/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 laying down standards for the reception of applicants for international protection were not in force in Spain when the studied was finished. 
· There is a lack of regulatory development related to the Law 12/2009 of 30 October 2009 regulating the right to asylum and subsidiary protection in Spain. 
· The increase in applications is causing delays in making appointments with applicants
· As for the processing of applications, the Asylum and Refuge Office is not working well enough. Thus, some delays related to the international protection applications procedure and its notification are affecting the management of reception system resources. 
· There is a lack of information about international protection, not paying enough attention to gender perspective and the register used with people with a low level of education. 
· As the number of unaccompanied minors detected is low, there is a need to improve the training of professionals working in centers for minors so that they can provide more and better information. 
· The management of NGO reception and the requirements for accessing social benefits should be adapted to asylum applicants. 
The coordination among administration and ministries should be improved so as to enhance the international protection and the reception procedure.
Key words: Asylum applicants, Spanish reception system, Spanish asylum system, limitations
	Defensor del pueblo. (2016). Estudio sobre el asilo en España. La protección internacional y los recursos del sistema de acogida. Madrid: Defensor del pueblo.

https://goo.gl/Tqiwo0 
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	Report 2016: refugees in Spain and Europe
According to the report, during 2015 1,321,600 asylum seekers were supported by the 28 European countries. However, the distribution of asylum seekers varies considerably from one country to another. Thus, Germany alone supported 476,510 people, whereas Spain only supported 15,000 people representing almost 1% of the total. In 2014 there were 5,947 asylum seekers, and in 2015 almost 15,000 international protection seekers which is the highest figure for Spain.  More than half of them were from Syria (5,724) and Ukraine (3,420). The border post of Beni Enzar in Melilla registered the highest number of applications. 
As for alien detention centres, the reports indicate that there are differences in the access to the asylum process depending on where the person needing international protection was located. 
The report stresses that the wavering commitment by the Spanish government to refugees was even more precarious in 2015, since only 220 people attained refugee status compared to 384 in 2014. Thus, the percentage of people whose applications were rejected increased from 56.14% to 68.52% from 2014 to 2015. Additionally, none of those whose application was rejected (2220 people) had a residence permit on humanitarian grounds. Hence it is worrying that despite the fact that asylum applications are increasing, the concession levels are lower. Moreover, the report highlights that applicants from Syria and from other countries such as Ukraine or Mali are treated differently, as their applications are frozen waiting for their respective conflicts are over. 
Key words:Refugees in Spain, application process, Spanish asylum system, asylum applicants
	La Comisión Española de Ayuda al Refugiado (CEAR) (2016). Informe CEAR 2016: Las personas refugiadas en España y Europa. Madrid: Cear
https://goo.gl/lfawvm 
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